Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.078; wR factor = 0.201; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 10 H 9 NO 6 , the two ester groups and the nitro group are inclined at 9.2 (2), 123.3 (6) and 135.2 (5) , respectively to the mean plane of the benzene ring. In the crystal structure, molecules are stacked along the a axis, without any -interactions. The stacked columns are linked together by non-classical intermolecular interactions of the type C-HÁ Á ÁO
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For the use of the title compound in the preparation of 2-amino-dimethyl-terephthalic acid, an intermediate for dyes, see: Niu et al. (2002) . For related structures, see : Brisse & Pé rez (1976) ; Huang & Liang (2007 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
1976
) and dimethyl 2,3-dihydroxyterephthalate (Huang & Liang, 2007) which are closely related to the title compound have already been reported. In this article, we report the crystal structure of (I). A view of the molecule of (I) is presented in Fig. 1 . The bond lengths and angles are within expected ranges. The C1/O1/C2/O2, C10/O6/C9/O5 and O3/N/O4 planes form dihedral angles of 9.2 (2), 123.3 (6) and 135.2 (5)°, respectively, with the C3-C8 plane. In the crystal structure, the molecules are stacked along the a axis, without any π-π interactions. The stacked columns are linked together by non-classical intermolecular interactions of the type C-H···O (Table 1) .
Experimental
A sample of commercial 2-nitro-dimethyl-terephthalic acid (Aldrich) was crystalized by slow evaporation of a solution in methanol.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms bonded to C atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C atoms to which they are bonded, with H-C(aryl) = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or with H-C(methyl) = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecule of (I) with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. 
